This technical note summarizes a 7-year study that was conducted to investigate the effects of hydrilla control by triploid grass carp on fishes in upper Lake Marion, South Carolina.
coverage, but to a lesser degree. There was no significant difference in mean catch of chain pickerel (E. niger) between the two time periods.
CONCLUSIONS:
Grass carp reduced the surface coverage of hydrilla in upper Lake Marion from approximately 50 percent to less than 10 percent, while abundant structure near the shoreline (in the form of standing timber, subsurface submersed vegetation, and floating and emergent species) remained. Thus, the underwater landscape of upper Lake Marion was shifted from monospecific stands of hydrilla to intermediate levels of structural complexity. Consequently, grass carp effectively controlled hydrilla and resulted in no detectable negative effects on the fish assemblage during the study. 
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